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Parashat Emor is an important
parasha that reflects Sefer Vayikra's
theme of engaging with God.

The parasha deals with how the
Kohanim (priests) prepare to serve

in the Mishkan (portable Sanctuary),

as well as how we bring God into
our lives with Chagim (festivals).
However, Parashat Emor finishes
with one of Sefer Vayikra's only two
stories:

‘A fight broke out in the camp
between the son of an Israelite
woman (and an Egyptian man)
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and an Israelite... [the former]
blasphemed the Name with a curse,
so they brought him to Moshe
(Moses). They put him in custody
until the will of God would be made
clear to them’ (Vayikra 24:10-12).

This story seems a bit random
- what is it doing here? Even more
confusing is God's answer as to
how Moshe should deal with this
man:

‘One who injures his neighbour,
as he has done so shall it be done
to him: an eye for an eye, a tooth
foratooth... (Vayikra 19-20).

Rabbi Sacks zt'l taught that this
story shows that crimes against
God and crimes against human
beings are connected. What may
begin as an offence against God,
like blasphemy, will end as a

crime against another person, like
violence. Through this story, we
learn about the holiness of speech.
As Sefer Vayikra teaches,
Kedusha (holiness), ‘does not just
belong to the Kohanim'’, writes
Rabbi Sacks, but to every one of
us. That's why we are a ‘Kingdom
of Priests and a Holy Nation. Sefer
Vayikra teaches us that there
are holy places, like the Mishkan
(Tabernacle), where we go to
"God's house”. However, it also
teaches us about bringing God
into our lives, for example through
Chagim, Shabbat and other societal
laws. One of the last few messages
of Sefer Vayikra is that it all starts
with our words. Language is the
first tool we can use to be the best

versions of ourselves.




