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The first part of Parashat Shemini
deals with the completion of

the Mishkan (Tabernacle), with
Aharon and his sons being made
Kohanim (priests) to serve there.
In Vayikra 9:7, Moshe (Moses),
who had prepared Aharon and
his sons to be Kohanim for seven
days, tells Aharon, “Approach

the Altar and offer up your sin-
offering and your ascent-offering,
atoning for yourself and for the
people, and offer up the people’s
sacrifice, atoning for them, as

God has commanded.” Rashi
(1040-1105) explains that Aharon
was embarrassed and afraid to
approach the altar, and therefore
Moshe asked him “Why are you
embarrassed? You were chosen
for this role!” Rashi portrays Moshe
as stunned at Aharon'’s hesitation,
and understandably so. Even

after seven days of preparation,
could Aharon not bring himself

to approach the Altar and make
these two offerings? Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks zt'l explains that
Aharon was experiencing Imposter
Syndrome, which is a feeling of
being overwhelmed by being in a
position that one feels that they do
not deserve to be in, and one may
feel that they are unable to carry
out the roles that the position
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requires. Despite initially feeling
this way, after being prompted,
Aharon steps up and carries out
his relevant duties, as described in
the rest of chapter 9.

This episode is very much
relatable to what we all feel
sometimes. As we progress
through life, we may increasingly
find ourselves in unfamiliar
situations, thinking: how on
earth did | get here? Or, is this
the right place for me? This
feeling is entirely normal, and
we can learn from Aharon that
despite this feeling of Imposter
Syndrome, even if we require
some encouragement, we should
embrace every challenge, because
God only puts us in situations in
which He knows we can succeed.

1. What were Aharon and his sons appointed as?

? 2.

take place?

Across:
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Who was Aharon's brother?
3. In which chapter of Vayikra does this story

4. \Which rabbinic commentator said that Aharon
was hesitant?

5. How many days did Moshe prepare Aharon?
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